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SEGREGATION OF THE DEFECTIVE DELINQUENT 

BY AUGUSTA M. SPILLMAN 

Berea, Ky. 

Comparatively few people understand definitely the meaning of this 
subject. 

I am certain that, previous to my experience at the Institution for 
Feeble-minded, Columbus, Ohio, I knew very little about the mental- 
defective. I believe it is generally supposed by the public that all 
patients who are segregated are idiots, but this is not the case; instead, 
a great number of them are morons, and a number of these morons are 
defective delinquents. 

Just recently, several girls from the Girls' Industrial School, at 
Delaware, Ohio, were admitted to the Institution for Feeble-minded, 
and we find that those girls are the most difficult of all our children to 
discipline. They have to be disciplined, because they lack the power 
of inhibition and consequently must have some guiding hand to direct 
them. These girls can never become good, moral citizens, so what is 
gained by punishing them for a few months or years, and then turning 
them out to demoralize society and bring children into the world only 
to fill the states' wards with epileptics, insane and imbecile patients? 
Would it not be an economy to segregate them all their natural lives 
and so obviate the expense of having them repeatedly admitted to our 
industrial schools, reformatories and penitentiaries? Would it not 
have been better if Harley Beard (who was nine years old, mentally) 
had been admitted to the Institution for Feeble-minded early in his 
chronological life, rather than die in the electric chair, after killing 
three people who might have become useful citizens? 

To accomplish much along this line, the superintendents of these 
institutions must have the cooperation of the professors in our univer- 
sities and the instructors in our private schools; also the school nurse, 
the district nurse and private duty nurse can be of great assistance in 
helping to distinguish the moron from the normal child. A child is 
sent to school and when he has advanced as far as the fifth or sixth 
grade there is a retardation in his learning. Oftentimes the teacher is 
blamed. The ignorant parents, not realizing that he is a mental defec- 
tive, permit him to leave school (which is all good), but undoubtedly 
he is permitted to marry, only to bring more defectives into the world. 

We should endeavor to teach the people with whom we come in con- 
tact the danger of marrying into families where there is history of 
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insanity, epilepsy or feeble-mindedness, even though the contracting 
parties are apparently normal. "Every child has a right to be well- 
born; and if he cannot be well-born, it is better that he be not born 
at all." 

It is a sad fact that the defective class seems to be on the increase. 
It is estimated that there are 150,000 mental defectives in this country. 
We have two thousand segregated in Ohio alone, and a large waiting- 
list, the greatest obstacle being that we have not capacity for more. 
Dr. Goddard, of Vineland, N. J., which is one of the best defective 
schools in the country, says "There are three at large to every one segre- 
gated." This condition is appalling, if we would once stop to consider 
what it means to future generations. Dr. Frank Moore, of the New 
Jersey Reformatory, examined the inmates of that institution with the 
Binet-Simon test, and as a result, found that 46 per cent were mentally 
subnormal; an examination of 100 admissions to the Delaware Indus- 
trial School by the Binet-Simon test showed that 79 were retarded and 
that 59 were distinctly feeble-minded. This class comprises the ma- 
jority of our habitual criminals. The general public has already been 
educated to the belief that it is good to segregate the idiot and distinct 
imbecile, but they have not as yet been fully convinced as to the treat- 
ment of this brighter and more dangerous class, the defective delinquent. 
Some suggest sterilization, but we cannot go ahead of public sentiment, 
so until then we must segregate them to prevent multiplication. 

The institution should be, not a place for punishment or penal 
treatment, but a home for care and education and training. Every one 
is happy who has something to do, so if we can keep these children busy, 
they are happy. The brighter girls and boys are in school, but com- 
paratively little is accomplished in ordinary grade work, because they 
lack the power of concentration. However, much can be and is done 
with industrial work, manual training and music. Their dull minds can 
be reached more easily through their hands than through any other 
channel. Any who would visit the institution would see boys and girls 
weaving rugs, making hammocks, door-mats, cane-seating chairs, 
weaving reed and raffia baskets. A great deal of time is spent with 
music, and all are very proud of the band and orchestra. Much time 
is devoted to gymnastics, and it is wonderful to see how the develop- 
ment of their muscles seems to brighten their intellects. 

It seems useless, sometimes, to try to teach them something they can 
never do, when there are so many things they can do, the accomplish- 
ment of which is not only conducive to their happiness, but makes them 
more nearly self-sustaining. 
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